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EDITORS NOTE:  Although this is a subject we            
constantly revisit,  I think as responsible bird owners, 
ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  L ŦƛƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ  
making some of these mistakes.  Please take a         
ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ 
late!           - Carl. 
 

IS YOUR HOME TOXIC TO YOUR EXOTIC BIRDS?  
ALERT! ALERT! ALERT! - THE DANGERS AROUND YOUR 
HOUSE THAT CAN KILL EXOTIC BIRDS 
COMMON PRODUCTS AND ITEMS TO AVOID... ON OR 
NEAR EXOTIC BIRDS  

Exotic Birds are susceptible to a wide range of toxic substances which can injure or kill birds either by ingestion (eating) or 
inhalation (breathing them in).  
 
SAFESTAIN - A stain and water-ǊŜǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ 5ǳtƻƴǘΩǎ {ǘŀƛƴƳŀǎǘŜǊΦ оa /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ  
numerous reports, going back decades, of bird deaths caused by exposure to the original formulation of its Scotchgard 
stain and water repellent. The active ingredient in that product, PFOS, was forced from the market by EPA in 2000 but 
Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǾŜǎ ƻŦ h55 [h¢{Φ  
 
Smoking products such as Cigarette, Cigar, Pipe smoke, Marijuana smoke. Nicotine on hands and clothing, Ingested       
Tobacco and Marijuana can harm or cause death to your exotic birds. Even third-hand residue on your skin or clothing can 
make your bird seriously ill.  
 
Leaded Stained Glass Decorations, Old Paint on Woodwork, Costume Jewelry, Curtain Weights, Lead Fishing Weights, Lead 
pellets, Solder, Some Artists Paints, Pencils and Chalks, Some Cage Paint & Galvanized Wire, Toothbrushes, Metal Hard-
ware that Flakes or Chips some Woods (Mulch). AVOID WALNUT SHELLS FOR THE BOTTOM OF THE CAGE AS IT CAN BE A 
GREAT PLACE FOR MOLD TO GROW. The afore mentioned items are easily chewed as is the nature of our feathered kids.  
 
PEANUTS - Peanuts have long been considered a staple of any companion parrot's diet. They are in just about every parrot 
seed mixture. Peanuts are loaded with aflatoxins (molds) that can kill your parrots. This is particularly true of the animal 
grade peanuts in most seed mixes but human grade peanuts can also be problematic. The seed mixes that don't contain 
peanuts are most likely made by companies that actually care about the health of your parrots. 
 
(Please see: https://companionparrotonline.com/Dangers.html for additional important information. THANK YOU SALLY 
BLANCHARD FOR YOUR SUPER PUBLIC PAGE! ) 
 
BABY WIPES - While I have personally been unable to locate the claim with back-up data to avoid the products I tend to 
lean toward the side of safety. I know most infant products will create respiratory problems.  
 
ELECTRICAL CORDS ς Need I explain?  

(Continued on page 6) 

http://www.thewestvalleybirdsociety.com/
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=https://companionparrotonline.com/Dangers.html&h=RAQEgleKV&s=1
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=553830394638361&set=a.254165474604856.63622.253857367969000&type=1&ref=nf
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 ̧April 19th - Club Meeting ñ Our special 

guest speaker is Dave Weeshoff from 

The International Bird Rescue.  DONõT 

MISS THIS MEETING!   

Birds are welcome at your table!  

Join the fun.  

*Remember to bring a dish to share  

 OR leave a donation.  

 Thanks ! 

Please take an active role with the club. It's 

great fun.  If you would like to help at any of 

the events, contact Linda at 661 -803-1416, 

lbuesching@thevine.com 

Extra:  Write an original article and have it 

published and receive $5 in free raffle 

tickets or ???????????  (...Iõm waitingé) 

 

 ̧Bring ñpoop paperò for your birdôs use. 

 ̧Clean up after your parrot (poop and 

food).  

 ̧Do not allow your bird to roam around at 

will  (on chairs, etc.) or get close to other 

birds. 

 ̧Clip those wings! Meeting hall doors may 

be open. 

 ̧Bio-security may be in place at the meeting 

entrance. 

 ̧Use antiseptic hand wipes before touching 

other birdsðrespect other parrotsô health. 
 ̧Birds brought to meeting must be healthy 

and not have been treated for illness for 30 

days. 

Dave will be preparing and presenting a spe-
cial talk on ñThe Critters of the Galapagosò , 
including all those amazing and unusual birds. 
Dave is a graduate of Utah State University 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Experi-
mental Psychology in 1968.  He subsequently 
worked for IBM for 35 years, retiring in 2004.  
Post-retirement from IBM, he became a      
volunteer and docent with the Los Angeles 
Oiled Bird Care and Education Center, San 
Pedro, managed by International Bird Rescue.   
He is President of the San Fernando Valley 
Audubon Society and is a frequent guest 
speaker on birds and environmental issues for 
Audubon, Heal the Bay - an organization    
concerned with improving the water quality off 
the Southern California coast, and the Algalita 
Marine Research Institute - concerned with 
causes and consequences of plastic debris in 
the worldôs oceans. 
 

mailto:lbuesching@thevine.com
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Featuring Cynthia Maxwell and Lance, her amazing 

Red -Tailed Hawk.  It was a blast!  Thanks Cynthia!  
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Donõt forget!  
Renew your         
membership  

today!  

818-993-9777 
 

E-mail: mkeens@sbcglobal.net  

Bird Trees and 
More 

Bird Toys 
Perches 

Available at:  
Omarôs Exotic Birds 

Parrots Naturally 
Discount Birds and Supplies  

Feathered Follies 
Animal Lovers 

NationalGeographic  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3mTPEuFcWk 
The Peregrine Falcon-Peregrines are favored by fal-

coners, and have been used in that sport for many centuries. 

 


